The theme of SCAR 97 is "PACS in Practice" and the objectives of the meeting are to prepare participants to: 9 Determine which computer applications can contribute to their practice today and in the future 9 Evaluate image-display workstations and other components of electronic image management systems 9 Prepare for the implementation of electronic imaging systems in their own practice 9 Understand the latest developments in computer applications in radiology and choose promising areas for future research. The Symposium consists of tutorials, scientific presentations, technical exhibits, workshops, posters, and tours of electronic imaging areas at the Mayo Clinic. Presentations cover a wide range of subjects from introductory topics aimed at those desiring basic knowledge about PACS and Teleradiology to presentation of state-of-the-art research in electronic imaging and informatics. This is the first year that the Symposium Proceedings are being published asa supplement to the Journal of Digital Imaging rather than as a hardbound, independent publication. Among other benefits, this change makes these papers available in Index Medicus and Medline so they are widely accessible to the radiologic and medical communities. This change parallels the increasing awareness of the importance of computer applications in radiology in these communities.
We owe thanks to all who submitted presentations, members of the Society who volunteered to review abstracts, and members of the committees who made the meeting possible. Special thanks to Dr. Roger A. Bauman, Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Digital Imaging for facilitating this collaboration with the Journal of Digital Imaging.
